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This fact* sheet provides an overview of rural 
schools, people, and labor markets to help vocational educators 
better understand the needs of. rtoral Americans/. Xt 16 based on "A 
Portrait of' Rural America: "Conditions Affecting Vocational Education 
Policy" (Rosenfeld 1981) . Data is presented on population trends, r 
poverty, employment ^patterns, employment opportunities, arid rural 
schools. Implications for vocational education are draVn from the 
following facts: ill the basic skill level/of* rural students tends to 
be. lower; {2) farm Jobs are declining, but there are/a variety of 
* agribusiness-related occupations for which* curriculum is needdd; (3) 
new industries are being attracted to rural areas;., (4) many rural 
Americans are self-employed; (5) becausef of the small size and 
limited resources of xfurril schools , ' it /is difficult to provide varied 
'goilrse offerings and special services;/ ( 6) parents strongly influence 
the career choices of their children;/and (7) thete is a strong need 
for postsecondary and adult vocational education programs. A 
bibliography is included which cites' six resources, three of which ^ 



are available from the 
(ERIC) system. (DP) / 
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. r ' VOCATIONAL EDUCATION - 
IN RURAL AMERICA 

What is rural America rdally like? Do most rural Americans 
live on farms? What is the qiplity of life for rural Americans? 
What special needs do'rural'Americans have trfat can be met/ 
throughWocational educk^n? Vocational education instruct 
tors; administrators^anopolicymakers need an accurate Onder- 
standing of rural America to plan and provide quality programs ' 
Jor rural youth .ancfcadults. - * b 

A Portrait of Rural America: Conditions Affecting Vocational 
Education Policy by Stuart ^osenfeld (Vocational Education 
Study Publication^©.. 6, National instftute of Education) gives 
information on ruraVschools, people, and labor markets that ^ 
tan help vocational^ducators better understand the needs of 
^rutal American*. *^ / " s ^ 1 

^ r fHE RURAL PEOPLE 

Rural Americans Comprise about one-iquarter of the^nation's ; 
population. These" ruril American^llve on farms, in the open 
countryside, or in non-metropolitan areas with populations of 
le?s than ten thousand people. Prior to the 1970s, the trend 
was for the population to hiove fr^m the rural areas to the 
metropolitan areas. For the first time since the 180Ps, the* * 
1970s showed a trend toward a higher rate of growth in rural 
areas.' When compared to metropolitan areas, people in rural 
. America tend to be older. ^Also, fewer rural Ame/icpns have 
completed high school;*th$ educatjonaMevels are lower. The 
final important tren^J is that decreasing numbers of rural Amer- 
icans dre living on farms. In 1?79, only one of every nine rural 
Americans lived on a farm. f ■■ 



POVERTY IN RURAL AMERICA , 

Poverty is a problenP!*tTTTfJt v al areas. The rural poor tend to'be 
neglected. This is because poverty is somewhat different in 
rural areas^nd often the rural poor do^not qualify. for/.poverty 
assistanceTprograms. One reason for this is tfiat the rural poor 
are more a pftb be employed. Another factor is that more A 
families in rural areas are apt'to be intact. Seventy percent of 
rural poor families in the United Sjates are headed by a male 
as compared to thirty-three percent\of the urban poor families. 



RURAL JOBS AND WORK 



VVork opportunities are limited in rural areas. Usually job 
opportunities within a specific area are limited to one or,"tWo 
\ industries that require low-skill, low-paid workers, fewer, only 
9 percent, rural Americans are directly emplfayed in farming. 
However, there is a wide range, of agriculture-related occupa- 
tions available to rural Americans. A typlcgj pattern is for an 
^"■■yldud to be self-employed or to have two jobs. In general, 

ERIC ; / ; " J )' 



rural Americans tend to be underemployed and to be working 
at lower wageV An important trerld is toward the industriali- 
zation of rural ^reas. Many states are. using economic develop- t 
m.ent strategies that attract laborrintensive industries to rural / 
areas. This ^industrialization is creating more jobs. However, 
since many of these are low-skill jobs^ rural industrialization .» 
does'not-always improve the income leveN of rural Americans. 



RURAL SCHOOLS, 

When-Tcom pared to urban schools, parents in rural areas are 
^more satisfied with their rural schools. However, rural schools 
do have unique problems. These school districts tend to be 
smaller than metropolitan districts and to spend less money 
per plipH- Smaller size and limited financial resources make it 
"more (difficult to pre/vide programs and services. This means 
that fewer rural schools provide a wide range of curriculum 
offerings. Also, it means that rural schools are less apt to have 
special services available to students. 



' ' IMPLICATIONS FQR 

VOCATIONAL, EDUCATION 

This composite piqtute of rural America has implications for 
vocational education programming. Some important needs, 
that are suggested by this information include the following:' 

• The basic skill level of rural students tendsto be lower; than 

other areas of the.counjtry. This.rneans that vocational edu- , 

cation needs to strengthen basic skills education through 

vocational education programs. * * i 

* ' , . » -ft 

• Although the number of jobs on farms is declining, there 

are a variety of occupati6ns related to agribusiness indus- < . * 
tries. Curriculum needs to be developed for occupations . 
related to feed produtts, farm equipment, .food processing 
.* paper products, and.marketing. 

• NewMnduStries pre being attracted to rural areas. Vocational 
"education Can support economic development through co- 
operation with new industries in the development of train- 
ing programs. This involvement in economic development 

C' is becoming a major trend in vocational education. ■' „_ 
" • Many ^ural Americans are self-employed. This means that * 
recent programs that have been developed to teach entrap 
preneur skills will be highly relevant for the rural popula- s 
tion. Vocationaroducation programs should-review these 
"materials and incorporate entrepreneurial courses in their. 
curriculum. • - 

• Because of the small size and limited resources of the rural 
school, it is difficulty provide* varied course offei ings. , r 

1 \* . ... continued on back 
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One solution to this is con.solidatiqn for the purpose of 
vocational education. Many districts have already moved in 
this direction. In |he future, consolidation^) provide mqte 
l< cost-effective and varied curriculum wi^t/ecome increasingly 
important. . 

• because of limited resources, ifl^ more difficult for rural 
-schools to provide.special services. One service that is im- 

• portant is career guidance. Since many rural Americans are 
underemployed, it is crucial to have careercounseling assist- 
ance that will help individuals both in and out of school 
develop plans for career upgrading. . 

• Parents have enormous influence on the career choices of 
their children. Families have 'particularly strbng influence 

. ip.rural areas where larger numbers bf families^are intact and 
where parents 'have pride in their local schools. Vocational . 
educators nee$i to work with parents to help thelfi under- 
stand, the need for new curriculum areas. Their support will 
*be important to providing vocational education programs 
that will result in increased economic benefits for partici- 
pants. 

• Rural areas have a strong need for postsecondary and adult 
vocational education programs. Sioce many rural Americans 
are underemployed or need to develop new skills f6r Tem- 
ployment in new industries, there i&an ongoing need for. 
skill upgrading and career change, vocational education 
^programs at all leve(s need tcf work cooperatively to develop 
plaris for providing this needed training for the adult popu- 

* lation. *' * 
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